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Speakers

• Stacy Vidal, Public Information Office

• Cathy McCully, Chief, Census Redistricting Data 

Office
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The 2010 Census

A Portrait of America

• Required by the U.S. Constitution

– Article 1, Section 2

– Decennial Census every 10 years

• On December 21, 2010, the first results of 

the 2010 Census were released providing 

each state with their resident population and 

number of representatives 
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2010 Census Data

A Portrait of America

• Redistricting data are used to redraw 

congressional and legislative boundaries

• County and city governments use census 

data to redraw the boundaries of local 

political subdivisions such as city councils, 

city wards, school assignment areas and 

even voting districts, to name a few
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2010 Census Data

A Portrait of America

• TIGER/Line geographic shape files 

were shipped on a state-by-state basis 

to officials through the end of January 

2011.

• The P.L. 94-171 redistricting data files 

will begin flowing on a state-by-state 

basis in early February 2011.
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2010 Census Data 

A Portrait of America
• P.L. 94-171 redistricting data files are 

delivered to all states no later than March 31, 

2011.

• Data include five simple tables:

Total Population

Total Population by Race

Ethnicity (Hispanic/Latino origin)

Voting Age  (18 and over)

Housing unit status (vacant and 

occupied)



2010 Census Data

A Portrait of America

• States

• American Indian Areas

• Counties & County Subdivision s

• Congressional Districts

• Townships 

• Incorporated Places

• Census Designated Places

• School Districts-Unified/Secondary/Elementary

• Census Tracts/Block Groups/Blocks
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2010 Census Data

A Portrait of America

Process for Data Delivery

The law requires the data to be delivered 
in a non-partisan manner:

The Census Bureau ships to governors, 
majority and minority leaders of both 
political parties, as well as commission 
directors (when we know who they are), 
and redistricting committees (when we 
know who they are) at the same time. 
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2010 Census Data

A Portrait of America 

Data For American Indian Areas

As we ship data to each state we will 
simultaneously issue an alert to: 

• All land-based American Indian Reservations

• Alaska Native Village Statistical Areas

• Alaska Native Regional Corporations

• Oklahoma Tribal Statistical Areas
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2010 Census Data

A Portrait of America

Process for Delivery

• Census Bureau will ship Monday thru 

Thursday to state leadership.

• Census Bureau will confirm bi-partisan 

receipt Tuesday thru Friday.

• Census Bureau will deploy data to the 

American Fact Finder for public access 

following confirmation and within 24 

hours Wednesday through Saturday.



2010 Census Data: A Portrait of America
Process for Delivery of Geographic Products

• Delivery of  TIGER Shapefiles – November 

2010-January 2011

• First peek at 2010 tabulation blocks/census 

tracts and block groups

• Shapefiles will be posted on GEO homepage

• RDO homepage will post links to all 

redistricting data including the geo products

• One stop shopping:  www.census.gov/rdo
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2010 Census Data

A Portrait of America will continue 

thru 2013.

Demographic Profiles – May 2011

Summary File 1 – June-August 2011

Summary File 2 – December 2011-April 

2012

Congressional District Summary File for 

the 113th Congress January 2013

Legislative Districts June 2013
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For More Information

on the Redistricting Data Program

www.census.gov/rdo

Follow this site for breaking news as we proceed
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Linking the Summary Files to the 

TIGER/Line Shapefiles

• Special instructions for linking the data 

downloaded from AFF with the TIGER/Line 

Shapefiles will be available online. 
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What follows next:

Phase 4 - Collection of post-2010 

Census Redistricting Plans

• 2012-2013

• Collection of newly drawn congressional and 

legislative district boundaries

• Tabulation of 2010 Census data to those new 

districts

• Release of data via DVD and AFF
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Data Release Process

1. Pre-release Announcement

2. Shipment to State Leadership

3. Confirmation and News Release

4. Full Data Set in American FactFinder within 24 

Hours



Online Press Kit

• Process 

schedule

• Table shells

• Background

• Soundbites

24



25

2010 Census Data

A Portrait of America

Public Information Office

301-763-3030

pio@census.gov

Census Redistricting Data Office

301-763-4039

www.census.gov/rdo/data

http://www.census.gov/rdo/data

